MAYA WOMEN IN POWER
VIRTUAL DIALOGUES




THIS 1S GUATEMALA

= Central American Country.
= Colonised by Spain 1519.
= The Criollo Republic 1821, 1847.

= Civil War or Armed Conflict 1960-1997.

= 1980s Indigenous Genocide.

= 1997 Peace Agreements recognise
Indigenous Population Rights.

= 43.5% of the population is indigenous,
41.7% identify themselves as Maya.

= 2.5% Indigenous Parliamentary
Representation

\GUATEMALA| e

Paxban . El Mirador

Laguna Dos LagunasO

del Tigre

©

oCarmellta

RY
2 25 Paso Caballos
“. orikal
Piedras % &
El Naranjo

~Negras
OlLacandén

Melchor =
P de Mencos
N2

N Laguna Lago Pgtel1
23 Perdida ézFlor:es Hzd

Santa Ana
La Libertad © San FranC|sco

@
S 2 f
(= ,
S‘\on

MEXICO » 39 Sayaxche®

(/&072?

Poptlin O

San Luis 4

Presa de la , oY ——— .+, Cancuén
16° Angostura - S ORubeIsant;)\'
]  Playa9
. , O
Barilas —L_j Grande oChisec iy Modesto
€, San Luis Méndez

Soloma )'( xE ALTA VERAPAZ \/’J . nta Cruz
2 BF Cahabdn : [ZABAL
QUICHE Sierra de Chama o

a 7
Coban Cahabg,, \’El Estor
o
Q

Canilla_ {
(O]

S A BAJA A~
Vol. 5 | : Santa Cruz\ Rablnal @Salama EL
Tajumuico J ; @del Quiché Joyabaj / snerfa( \de

San Marcos@ Totoni Mo VERAPAZ '} PROGRESO )~
El Tumbador ( , i N
p A ¢ E P W e
ngo V\f‘ y s . 0 =

Quetzaltena A
,; So 0l4®

e ‘ : > : ] _ 3
L~ . \epeq ((\ N e L Vol. \
'\ J Quezaltepeque ;

AtttlanA IX
f ! A
am.g GGuatemaIa Jalapa EsngpuI/a_s.J

\ Guatemala@ A
0 \Vol. de FuegoiS\C\TEPEQLE ‘ 1 /_.\./'q/ -, Monjas / -~

‘ Y’ [ @ }_EI a4
/%scumtla Vol de(ggggya A Progreso
5 SRS e o
quU|sate 3 o . Cu\\apa utlap

siav
Masa ua a .
g ¢’ A SANTA ) VaIIe & /

. N4 o) ROSA ~'Nuevo . ¢
El Semillero Tecojate I" Taxisco ~._J "o
Q

Barra Nahualate =

g SanJosey 4 | . EL SALVADOR

Sipacate Iztapa )

o O
Las Lisas

PACIFIC OCEAN
San
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NARRATIVES OF POWER: PATRIARGHAL NARRATIVES




GOLONIALISM AND PATRIARGHY

FROM A HISTORICAL PERSPEGTIVE IS POSSIBLE TO THINK THAT PATRIARGHY IS
THEMOST ARGHAIG AND FUNDAMENTAL FORM OF INEQUALITY.

RITA SEGATO, 2019, P. 37







NARRATIVES OF POWER: GOMPLEMENTARY DUALITY

Picture Carla Molina

The Kakchiquel anthropologist Aura
Cumes (2021, p. 23) finds this diversity
represented in ‘the generation of life is
always in pairs, and not always in the
pair woman and man, there is the other
close pair: lake and river for example.’

The Madrid Codex (Tro-Cortesianus Codex), pp. 75-76
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National Movement of Midwives Nim Alaxik Facebook 08-10-2021

Narratives of Resistance:

Maintaining knowledge, cosmovision and
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WESHOULD NOT IGNORE THE UNEQUAL RELATIONS GREATED BY A PATRIARGHAL
SYSTEM, THE STATE, GAPITALISM, SOGIAL PREJUDIGES AND MEDIA-IMPOSED
PERGEPTIONS INGONTEMPORARY GUATEMALA.

AMANDA POP
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Proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments since 2000
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.

Map No. 4656
A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Mar 2023




THE GOMMUNITIES WERE ALWAYS SUSTAINED THROUGH
THE WOMEN. WOMEN ARE STRUGTURAL AND NOT
PERIPRERAL IN THE GOMMUNITY WORLDS.

GLADYS TZUL TZUL, 2020




WOMEN IN POWER

AJ QUIJAB
TAKING GARE OF THE TRADITIONS

The indigenous population of
Guatemala has been able to
protect their culture, languages
and knowledge by maintaining
their beliefs and spiritual practices.

The role of the Aj’quijab’ is to be a
Maya living memory.

Symbols of power: Pixom Kakal or
la vara the bundile of glory and
majesty, and the Maya cross.

La vara is used as a mnemonic
system and sacred divination.




MAYA WOMEN IN POWER

“A MIDWIVE IS BORN NOT MADE.”

MANY OF THEM COME FROM A LINEAGE OF
MIDWIVES, OTHERS WERE BORN IN A DAY
PROPITIOUS IN THE CHOLQ@’IJ CALENDAR TO TAKE
THIS MISSION.

A MAYA MIDWIFE DOES NOT RECEIVE A SALARY,
THEY RECEIVE A DONATION FOR THEIR WORK.
THIS CAN RANGE FROM A MONETARY
CONTRIBUTION, TO ANIMALS OR PROVISIONS.

‘l LOVE MY WORK , | LOVE TO BE A MIDWIFE.’
VERONICA IXCOT

-

19 de mayd
Dia Nacional de la
Abuela Comadrona

Nim Alaxik, 2021. National Day of the Grandmothers Midwives Facebook.



Juana Vasquez

Sebastiana Par
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Chomija Women Lawyers’ Association, Facebook.

An Aj’quijab’ performing a blessing for the
success of the Encounter of Women and
Power organised by the Association of
Maya Lawyers Chomija.

(Streamed via Facebook)




AUTHORITY CHALLENGED OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY

CONFLICT WITH THE POLICE

THE STATE BIOMEDICAL HEALTH SYSTEM

VIOLENCE IN THE COMMUNITY

THE LANGUAGE BARRIER



THE PROGESS OF GONVEYING GULTURAL GONGEPTS INA GONTESTED MEDIA,
SUCH AS AN ONLINE/VIRTUAL PLAGE,
GERTAINLY IMPLIES A PROGESS OF GULTURAL SURRENDER,
YET PARADOXIGALLY NEGESSARY AND EMPOWERING TO MAYA IDENTITY AND GULTURE.



THANK YOU

GM396a@CANTERBURY.AC.UK
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