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Your title is 
your sign



Your 
abstract is 
your shop 
window



What does a bad abstract look like? 

What’s wrong 
with it?

A bad abstract might:
1) fail to convey 
content, 
2) fail to convey 
importance, 
3) be too long, 
4) take too long to get 
to the point, etc… 

“The VAT treatment of cloud computing: legal issues and 

practical difficulties”

In this contribution, the author deals with some selected legal 

and practical issues related to the VAT treatment of cloud 

computing technologies. Cloud computing is major a phase of 

development and expansion, and is likely to have new tax 

challenges in the future. In particular, in the first part of the 

contribution some aspects of the relationships between cloud 

computing and the ‘VAT concepts’ of fixed establishment and 

immovable property are discussed. In the second part, some 

practical issues deriving from the localisation and identification 

of the customer are presented with a special eye on the most 

recent OECD proposals.



Is this a good abstract? 



Is this a good abstract? 

What’s wrong 
with it?

A bad abstract might:
1) fail to convey 
content, 
2) fail to convey 
importance, 
3) be too long, 
4) take too long to get 
to the point, etc… 



Elements of a good abstract

• Readability

• Clarity

• Coherence

• Succinctness

• Impact





Elements of a good abstract

Accessibility

• Key Words

• Use of Language 

• Reader Perspective





Elements of a good abstract

• Argument

• Importance

• Interest 





These are the most 
important things to 
remember when it 
comes to writing your 
abstract

Readability

Argument

Accessibility

Audience

Must be self-

contained and 

make sense 

on its own 

Must 

contain a 

clear 

message

Clearly 

state your 

contribution

Why is your 

contribution 

important?

Key 

Words

Clear, 

straight-

forward 

language

Concise –

stick to 

word limits

What does your 

audience want 

to learn?

Accurately 

reflect your 

article’s 

content

How does it 

contribute to 

your 

audience’s 

knowledge?

Use language 

your audience is 

familiar with



Links to Further Reading

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/06/20/essential-guide-writing-

good-abstracts/
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https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/abstracts-and-titles/

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/abstracts/

http://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/types-of-writing/abstract/

https://www.editage.com/insights/a-10-step-guide-to-make-your-research-paper-

abstract-more-effective
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