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1. ôOtheringõ & Building of walls

2. Social Construction of Whiteness & the Media

3. Rise of Populism, ôus and them' discourse and 

human rights.

4. Grand Challenges for Social Work &Response

KEY FOCUS



ÅA person who comes to live 
permanently in a foreign country . 

ÅCarries negative connotations, 
includes ôforeign workerõ, ômigrantõ

ÅThose less privilege and mostly the 
ôotherõ  (BBC, 2018, 

ÅWhat makes one person an expat 
and the other an immigrant, foreign 
worker, migrant?

ÅA person who lives outside their 
native country

ÅCarries positive, preconceptions 
and assumptions about class, 
education and privilege, and 
ôbeing whiteõ

ÅAssociated with westerners settling 
in other countries. (BBC, 2018)
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1. A ôneed to keep the empire intactõ 

triggered Hadrianõs Wall in AD 112

2. Mission was to separate the Romans 

from ôBarbariansõ.

3. 2000 years on UK mirrors this 

nationalistic legacy - keeping the 

ôotherõout - as part of immigration 

policy, legislation, rhetoric/sentiment 

& current western discourse . (Malik, 2018; Lang, 

2017)



48 years ago after Enoch Powellõs speech

Berlin Wall Tullie House 
Museum and 
Art Gallery

Carlisle
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BUILDING WALLS- ôUS AND THEMõ

Calais/UK USA/MEXICO

Hungary/Serbia
1. More walls have been built worldwide 

since 9/11/2001.
2. Countries are both walling themselves 

in and walling undesirables out .
3. Focus: Illegal immigration and terrorism
(Valle & David, 2012)
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World Economic Forum 2018



THE MEDIA, ôOTHERINGõ & LANGUAGE



IMPACT OF ôOTHERINGõ

When societies experience big and rapid change, a frequent response is 

to:

1. Narrowly define who qualifies as a full member of society

2. ôOtheringõ while showing todays power structures and dehumanise 
groups

3. Reshape government, institutions and our society

ÅOthering is largely driven by politicians and the media, as opposed to 

personal contact. 

ÁOverwhelmingly , people donõt òknowó those that they are Othering.

(Powell, 2017: The Guardian 8 November 2017)
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1. Use of language that degrades & de -humanizes 

migrants & contributing to moral panic.

2. The media questioning their status as human beings 

and seen as a threat.

3. Subtly suggesting they have not risen above their 

animal origins -sentiments with colonial language -

savages . (Wilson-Hunt, 2018; Virdee & McGeever , 2017)
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4. The effectiveness of the pressõs representation 
of immigrants as threatening, as invasive 
creatures , is increased by the general 
uncertainty over the contextual and legal 
status of immigrants, asylum seekers, and 
refugees . (Wilson- Hunt, 2018; Tanyas, 2016)

How do we change this discourse as social 
workers?
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