SRHE ~ Newer Researchers’ Conference 2011
New communities, spaces and places: inspiring futures for higher education

Celtic Manor Hotel, Newport, South Wales, UK, 6-7 December 2011
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Background...
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r"‘ . |n’/09 CCCU invested £§5m on Augus"fﬁ : e

| expansion; ex ent*rlse in student__nﬁ“ 's~and criticism in th
lack of coré&f __ a

sufficient work;h;- e old library).
i < l
* In September 9, Augustine House, an ‘h@v\ive technology-ric e-of-the-
art library and stu*dent support centre ccivetl'l’ﬁ ver 12,000m? of space was

| officially opened. < |
- :

- sAn.important feature of the building was®He creation of flexible social and learning [
MW spaces. Itinellides: a large atrium, 2 café areas, 2 outdoor terrace areas, a “Quiet

e — zone”,'s prlvate group-study areas, and a 500 seat flat-floor space.

- . JowTFJEC/CCCU funding was used to develop the iBorrow Project which provided
200 thin-client, wireless netbooks for staff and students to borrow as “easy as
picking up a book from a shelf”. This com"lemented the 120 fixed desktop PCs, 5

interactive whiteboards, and 8 50-inch touchscreen-wireless-computers.

=

i ’—f&.iBorrew-Pfoject_provided an opportunity to understand how students would
—= = use mobile vs. fixed computing devices within a large-scale learning environment
working within different individual or gegup contexts.

e  More information:



Problem...
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“.. it remains frus ,

allgn.!"’;'

_ or'r'nio | |nk|ng about. how Iearnlng

ces and moblle t 'chnologle be sera’mlessly integrated

o curriculum design and whether these could empower or
umber the student learning experience. N
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Methodology (1/2)...
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Methodology (2/2)...
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t through VLE.
lymous.

nsparency” (Hakim, 1987).

A

ive” incentive (Kindon et al, 2007).
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Theoretical Fou:mdation...

T
ll' nstruct|V|s.t tenjwology

._? F‘acmtates are

= = " perspectives.
St

: Phenf)'l% olo

Reg attempt to make sense of the
- comp ! OUrs and experiences taking place in Augustine House.

b . TheorydfPIan Behaviour (TPB)«(Ajzen;1991)

odologies in an att

e —
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edictive model that suggests a person’s behaviour is not only
ir own personal attlt- S, bm_ullnflue d by social pressures and




Key Findings (1/2).1..
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*  “Silent Spaces Aniak, 2005; Beard, 2009)

"" i With Institutio Inting to develop more “collabgrative” space most students (~51%)
' would prefer “sil@ft” spaces. -

- Most learning activitigéiteheed to be’b? a refle&'ve / individ

* “Shared Vocabulary”( (B !_;_'1}“ podyear, 2010; Boys,

. }i \
)
W' ug:gétine House as bein
: ‘ «

S
- Most students and some sta " pe
W
- The notion of an “academic I|bra§ is tha
guiet, studious behaviour — which rary to the open, flexible spaces that promote
social and creative engagement.
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Results from the Word Selection

Interesting
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Implications...
y ¢ 5 DY . S _
* Whilst flexible learning spaces can p'tdbrEMh a rich and lg- ile

environment; they need to be mindfu he cost and effort in plannlg a
developing autheIic learning experiences and encounters.

TE

«  Tutors need to make sense of this space through developing a thorough mental E
map of the spacesmd-%llré%’?allable and to ensure that they and their -

students have a shared understandifig (vocabulary) teminimise f
“troublesome space”. | _‘ b

* Tutors need to have a more palpa ence with the learning space
to ensure that their students are 2 ' of behaviour (i.e.
conducting research with a ranggst
facilitating the, development
towa rds Eﬁployablllty or pos grac

EUNEEE

* Professional and staff developers need to explore sustalnable and scaleable ways
in which to provide professional learning opportunities for staff who wish to work

within these learning spaces, which incorporates a blend of physical and digital T
spaces. W,

47 1

. . . . s ".‘rlj
 Senior management, planners and architects of large-scale learning environments "%;;1
need to ensure a successful balance between the proportions of open, social % |
spaces and closed, private spaces that are made available to students. ;,»:;5



The “Elusive Triangle”

Pedagogy
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For further information...
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