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Background and importance

EFL education

Learners’ beliefs can impact their 
learning strategies and overall 
success in EFL (e.g. Yasmin, 2021; 
Mulualem et al., 2022).

English learners’ beliefs vary in 
different contexts (e.g. Matsumoto, 
2015; Sato and Storch, 2022).

My research

Implications for China’s EFL 
education

Reference for ELT in China’s 
higher education



Research questions

• RQ1. To what extent do EFL learning beliefs differ between high-English-

proficiency and low-English-proficiency engineering students in China’s 

higher education?

• RQ2. What are the respective factors that influence the learning beliefs of 

the two groups?

• RQ3. What do EFL teachers understand about learner beliefs and to what 

extent do they act on learner beliefs in their teaching? 

high
25%

middle
50%

low
25%



Methodology Phase 1: quantitative methods

Second-year engineering students
(n≈240)

questionnaire English proficiency test (CET 4)

High-score group
(n=25%)

Low-score group
(n=25%)

EFL beliefs of  high-
score group 

EFL beliefs of low-
score group

Answer to question 1

Informed consent form

SPSS



Phase 2: qualitative methods

Results of the quantitative study
（Results of Phase 1)

Filtering & consent form

High-score group
(n=10)

Low-score group
(n=10)

Individual interview & Classroom observation

NVivo

Answer to question 2 

Methodology



Focus group interview

Teachers
(n=6)

NVivo

Answer to question 3 

Methodology

Phase 3: qualitative methods



Appendix 1
questionnaire 



Appendix 2
semi-structured
individual interview



Appendix 3
classroom observation



Appendix 4
focus group
interview
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